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(SHEBOYGAN, WI)  Sheboygan Police Chief Christopher Domagalski announced today 
his department is launching a podcast program, called SPD Roll Call, as a new channel of 
communication between the department and the community. 
 
Domagalski said that he anticipates the podcast program will be an effective way to 
communicate timely and useful information to the public – information that can help 
prevent crimes, protect the public, or simply increase the awareness of community 
challenges or police responses to them. 
 
Podcasts are audio recordings, typically ten to 15 minutes in length, designed to be 
delivered through the internet and available for download to portable MP3 players or 
reviewable as a streaming audio file through a website.  First developed in the mid-2000s, 
they have become widely used by radio shows, advocacy groups and businesses to share 
information online in a convenient format.  Podcasts have remained rare among law 
enforcement organizations and other government entities, however. 
 
The Sheboygan Police Department has developed a regular monthly schedule of podcast 
releases, called SPD Roll Call Episodes, to be released via a dedicated page on the 
Sheboygan Police Department Website on the third Monday of each month.  Each new 
episode will also be announced through the department’s Nixle and Twitter feeds with a 
link back to the website. 
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The program will also include more immediate releases, called SPD Roll Call Alerts, as 
the need arises to communicate timely information quickly to city residents.  The alerts 
are expected to be used for topics such as upcoming dangerous weather conditions, a 
temporary problem with a particular type of crime such as car break-ins, or even to 
announce a planned neighborhood meeting or clean-up day.  The SPD Roll Call Alerts 
will also be available through the department’s website and announced through Nixle and 
Twitter. 
 
The podcasts are intended to be an additional tool in the Sheboygan Police Department’s 
overall communication efforts, Domagalski said.  He pointed to the department’s recent 
efforts at improving communication through holding neighborhood meetings, conducting 
landlord and alcoholic beverage server training, and improving other technology-based 
communication methods such as Twitter and Nixle, a text and email based notification 
tool. 
 
“We continue to look for new ways to strengthen our partnership with the community 
through communication to make the community as effective and prepared as it can be to 
confront crime and quality of life problems,” Domagalski said.  “The SPD Roll Call 
Episodes and Alerts will help us to accomplish this in a format that’s simple and 
convenient for the community,” he said.  
 
The program was first conceived by Officer Matt Friedl, a two-year veteran of the 
department.  Recognizing that media, businesses and other organizations have been using 
podcasts to communicate more detailed information to their customers or subscribers, he 
suggested that the Sheboygan Police Department could use podcasts to improve the 
partnership with the community in addressing crime and quality of life issues. 
 
Domagalski said the development of the podcast program is an example of how the 
Sheboygan Police Department is encouraging officers to “think outside the box” to find 
solutions to crime, safety and quality of life issues for Sheboygan.  “I appreciate Officer 
Friedl’s willingness to come forward with an innovative idea that has tremendous value 
for our department’s outreach and community partnership efforts,” he said. 
  
 

       


